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Hie listing of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claims 2, 9, 11, 18-21, 41, 44 and 45. 
Please amend claims 1,10, 14, 28, 32, 42, 46, 48 and 49- 
Please add new claims 50-59. 

1. (Currently Amended) An The extendable conveyorr^H^pRtfiegT- 

aii oxtendablo se ction defined-b y at lea s t one boom,, said e xtendabl e s e c tion-being 
incr e menta l ly e xt e ndabl e wife espeet-t o said support structur e b e tw ee n a fully retracted 
position and a fully e xt e nd e d posi laeaf 

ar-eetwe yorbclt re e v e d among said support sl ructure-and- said-at-leas t-ene-boo m of said 
e xl e ndu bk-^eetaon-fehe rcby defining a convey i ng surfac e ; of claim, 40 1 .farther comprising; 

a drive operable to revcrsibly drive said conveyor belt in opposite directions; 

an electromechanical actuator that is operative to impede movement of said belt with 
respect to said extendable section; and 

a control, said control at least partially extending said extendable section by 
controlling said drive to operate said conveyor belt in one direction while controlling said 
electromechanical actuator to impede movement of the conveyor belt with respect to the 
extendable section, said control at least partially retracting said extendable section by 
controlling said drive to operate said conveyor belt in an opposite direction while controlling 
said electromechanical actuator to impede movement of said conveyor belt with respect to 

said extendable section; 

wherein said conveyor belt conveying articles by said control controlling said drive to 
operate said conveyor belt in one of said directions while controlling said electromechanical 
actuator to not substantially impede movement of said conveyor belt with respect to said 
extendable section. 
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2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 1 including an operator panel at an outer end 
portion of said extendable section, said panel including an operator input device to selectively 
cause said control to at least partially extend said extendable section or to at least partially 
retract said extendable section. 



4. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 3 wherein said electromechanical actuator is 
incorporated within an end pulley at an outermost one of said at least one boom. 

5. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 4 including an electrical cable, said electrical 
cable extending from said control to said operator panel and said electromechanical actuator. 

6. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 5 including a cable take-up assembly at said 
support for taking- up slack in said electrical cable. 

7. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 6 wherein said cable lake-up assembly 
comprises at least one stationary sheave, at least one moveable sheave and a biasing device, 
said biasing device biasing said sheaves apart, wherein said cable is reeved around said 
sheaves. 

8. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 7 wherein said at least one stationary sheave 
comprises a plurality of stationary sheaves and wherein said at least one moveable sheave 
comprises a plurality of moveable sheaves. 



9. (Cancelled) 
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10. (Currently Amended) The extendable conveyor of claim 9 40 wherein sitid-^x-t cndablc 
s e ction ia stippo r4ed-in a cantile ver fashion and said plurality of booms nest within each other 
when said .extendable section is fully retracted. 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 1 wherein said extendable section being 
bowed when in an extended position wherein a central portion of said conveying surface is 
above an imaginary straight line extending between opposite end portions of said conveying 

surface. 

13. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 1 including at least one friction device 
providing friction at said extendable section to resist retraction or extension of said 
extendable section when said control is not actuating said electromechanical actuator. 

■ 

14. (Currently Amended) A nThe extendable conveyo r, compris i ng; 

a support structure; 

an e xt e ndabl e s e ction defin e d by at loa^l un^ beoa fr, -^ aid -- cxieadablc -s cotion being 
4n<^emen^al^&X'toidab^l e - with respect to said support structure b e tween a fully r e tract e d 
position and a fully e xt e nd e d position s of claim 40. further comprising: 

a drive at said support structure; 

a braking pulley at an outermost one of said at leasi one boom, said braking pulley 
comprising a cylinder and a cylinder brake, said cylinder brake applying a braking force to 
said cylinder when actuated; 

a conveyor belt reeved among said drive and said braking pulley thereby defining a 
conveying surface; 

a control, said control at least partially extending said extendable section by 
controlling said drive to operate said conveyor belt in one direction while actuating said 
braking pulley, said control at least partially retracting said extendable section by controlling 
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said drive to operate said conveyor belt in an opposite direction while actuating said braking 
pulley; 

wherein said conveyor belt conveying articles by said control controlling said drive to 
operate said conveyor belt in one of said directions while dcactuating said braking pulley. 

15. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 14 wherein said braking pulley comprises 
an idler pulley. 

16. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 14 wherein said braking pulley comprises a 

motorized pulley. i 

17. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 16 wherein said motorized roller comprises 
a cylinder, a drive motor within said cylinder a speed reducer between an output of said motor 
and said cylinder, and a cylinder brake. 

18. -21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 14 including at least one friction device 
providing friction at said extendable section to resist retraction or extension of said 
extendable section when said control is not actuating said cylinder brake. 

23. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 14 including an operator panel at an outer 
end portion of said extendable section, said panel including an operator input device to 
selectively cause said control to at least partially extend said extendable section or to at least 
partially retract said extendable section. 

24. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 23 including an electrical cable, said 
electrical cable extending .from said control to said operator panel and said braking pulley. 
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25. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 24 including a cable take-up assembly at 
said support for taking up slack in said electrical cable. 

26. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 25 wherein said cable take-up assembly 
comprises at least one stationary sheave, at least one moveable sheave and a biasing device, 
said biasing device biasing said sheaves apart, wherein said cable is reeved around said 
sheaves. 

27. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 26 wherein said at least one stationary 
sheave comprises a plurality of stationary sheaves and wherein said at least one moveable 
sheave comprises a plurality of moveable sheaves. 

2tt. (Currently Amended) AaThe extendable conveyo r, comprising: 



position toid a fully oxtond od-posiiie m of claim 40, further comprising: 
a drive at said support structure; 

a motorized pulley at an outermost one of said at least one boom b ooms : 
a conv e yor b e lt n^v^-aaiOH^^aid-^rive-an^aid motorized pulley thereby defin i ng a 
conv e ying surface; 

said motorized pulley including a cylinder and an electrical motor, wherein said 
electrical motor rotates said cylinder when electrical energy is applied to said electrical motor; 
and 

a control, said control at least partially extending or retracting said extendable section 
by controlling said drive to operate said conveyor belt at a particular speed and controlling- 
said electrical motor to operate at a speed less than said particular speed; 

said conveyor belt conveys articles by said control controlling said drive and said 
electrical motor at a generally common speed to operate said conveyor belt. 





an e xtendabl e sect i on d e fin e d by at l e uut on e b oo m , said cx *ea4 ablc section being 
ftrt ally e xte ndabte^ with respect to said support structur e b e tw ee n a fully r e tract e d 
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29. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 28 wherein said motorized pulley further 
includes a brake and wherein said control at least partially extends or tracks said extendable 
section by operating said output of sajd electrical motor at zero speed and by actuating said 
brake to apply a braking force to cylinder. 

30- (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 29 wherein said motorized pulley includes a 
speed reducer between an output of said electrical motor and said cylinder, wherein said 
electric motor rotates said cylinder through said speed reducer. 

3 1 . (Original) The extendable coneyor of claim 28 wherein said motorized pulley includes a 
speed reducer between an output of said electrical motor and said cylinder, wherein said 
electric motor rotates said cylinder through said speed reducer. 

32. (Currently Amended) The extendable conveyor of claim 28 wherein sai d - at least on e 
boom comprises o plurality of booms, wherein said e xt e ndabl e s e ction ir. support e d in a 
<^nt^dv«^a€bion-and-said plurality of booms nest within each other when said extendable 
section is fullv retraeted-aad-wnt ffoin at - lcast one of said boom s i s made sub s tantially from a 
u nitary sheot of meta l sub s tra fcreUy^^ini^ supporting surfaoc ond s upport 



33- (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 28 wherein said extendable section being 
bowed when in an extended position wherein a central portion of said conveying surface is 
above an imaginary straight line extending between opposite end portions of said conveying 
surface. 

34. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 28 including at least one friction device 
providing friction at said extendable section to resist retraction or extension of said 
extendable section when said control is not extending or retracting said extendable section. 
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35. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 28 including an operator panel at an outer 
end portion of said extendable section, said panel including an operator input device to 
selectively cause said control to at least partially extend said extendable section or to at least 
partially retract said extendable section. 

36. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 35 including an electrical cable, said 
electrical cable extending from said control to said operator panel and said motorized pulley. 

37. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 36 including a cable take-up assembly at 
said support for laking-up slack in said electrical cable. 

38. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 37 wherein said cable take-up assembly 
comprises at least one stationary sheave, at least one moveable sheave and a biasing device, 
said biasing device biasing said sheaves apart v wherein said cable is reeved around said 
sheaves. 

39. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 38 wherein said at least one stationary 
sheave comprises a plurality of stationary sheaves and wherein said at least one moveable 
sheave comprises a plurality of moveable sheaves. 

40. (Original) An extendable conveyor comprising: 

a support structure; 

an extendable section made up of a plurality of booms, said booms being extendable 
between a fully retracted position and a fully extended position, said extendable section 
supported in a cantilever fashion by said support structure; 

a conveyor belt reeved among said booms thereby defining a conveying surface; 

a drive operable to drive said conveyor belt in at least one direction; and 
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wherein at least one of said booms is made substantially from a unitary sheet of metal 
substantially forming a horizontal belt supporting surface and support sides extending from 
said belt supporting surface, said belt supporting surface supporting a portion of said 
conveyor belt at said conveying surface. 

41. (Cancelled) 

42. (Currently Amended) The extendable conveyor of claim 40 wherein said at least one of 

said sectat»n sbooms includes a guard exending generally between portions of said support • 
sides opposite said belt supporting surface. | 

« 

43. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 40 wherein said extendable section is being 
bowed when in a fully extended position wherein a central portion of said conveying surface 
is above an imaginary straight line extending between opposite end portions of said 
conveying surface, 

44. (Cancelled) 

45. (Cancelled) 

46. (Currently Amended) The extendable conveyor of claim 4543 wherein said support 
structure is mounted at a same general elevation as a support surface tor a trailer into which 
said extendable section extends. 

47. (Original) The extendable conveyor of claim 46 wherein said conveying surface is 
inclined at said support structure and an end portion of said extendable section opposite said 
support structure is at an operator waist-high elevation. 
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48. (Currently Amended) The extendable conveyor of claim 45- 43 wherein said conveying 
surface is inclined at said support structure and an end portion of said extendable section 
opposite said support structure is at an operator waist-high elevation. 

49. (Currently Amended) The extendable conveyor of claim 4-5 43 wherein certains ones of 
said booms are supported by other booms, wherein said booms are supported such that 
upstream portions of said booms arc at a higher elevation relative to said imaginary straight 
lines than are downstream portions of the respective ones of said booms. 

50. (New) The extendable conveyor of claim 40 wherein said at least one of said booms 
comprises a plurality of said booms, each made substantially from a unitary sheet of metal. 

5 1 . (New) An extendable conveyor, comprising: 

a support structure; 

an extendable section made up of a plurality of booms, said booms being extendable 
between a fully retracted position and a fully extended position, said extendable section 
supported in a cantilever fashion by said support structure; 

a conveyor belt reeved among said booms thereby defining a conveying surface; 

a drive operable to drive said conveyor belt in at least one direction; and 

wherein at least one of said booms is made substantially from a unitary sheet of 
metal substantially forming a horizontal belt supporting surface and support sides extending 
from said bell supporting surface, said belt supporting surface supporting a portion of said 
conveyor belt at said conveying surface; and 

wherein said support sides are formed to define generally horizontal track surfaces 
for supporting another one of said booms. 

52. (New) The extendable conveyor of claim 5 1 wherein said at least one of said sections 
includes a guard exending generally between portions of said Support sides opposite said belt 
supporting surface. 
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53. (New) The extendable conveyor of claim 51 wherein said extendable section is bowed 
when in a fully extended position wherein a central portion of said conveying surface is 
above an imaginary straight line extending between opposite end portions of said conveying 

surface. 



54. (New) The extendable conveyor of claim 5 1 wherein said plurality of booms nest within 
each other when fully retracted. 

55. (New) The extendable conveyor of claim 53 wherein said support structure is mounted at 
a same general elevation as a support surface for a trailer into which said extendable section 
extends. 

56. (New) The extendable conveyor of claim 53 wherein said conveying surface is inclined at 
said support structure and an end portion of said extendable section opposite said support 
structure is at an operator waist-high elevation. 

57. (New) The extendable conveyor of claim 53 wherein said conveying surface is inclined at 
said support structure and an end portion of said extendable section opposite said support 

structure is at an operator waist-high elevation. 

58. (New) The extendable conveyor of claim 53 wherein certains ones of said booms arc 
supported by other booms, wherein said booms arc supported such that upstream portions of 
said booms are al a higher elevation relative to said imaginary straight lines than arc 
downstream portions of the respective ones of said booms. 

59. (New) The extendable conveyor of claim 51 wherein said at least one of said booms 
comprises a plurality of said booms, each made substantially from a unitary sheet of metal. 
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